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SATURDAY MORNING FIELD TRIPS 

8:00 A.M. Bird Identification 
Join Dr. Dick Peake, Clinch Valley College, and Dr. 

Steve Hopp, Emory and Henry College, for sight and 
sound identification of the resident and migratory birds 
in the region. We've found over 50 species each of the 
last two years. Don't forget your binoculars! 
8:15 A.M. Edible and Medical Plants 

Join Doug Ogle from Virginia Highlands Community 
College to learn little known facts about mountain 
plants. Doug also includes folklore and pioneer uses of 
plants. 
8:30 A.M. Trout and Their Habitat 

Join Bob Wollitz, Supervising Fisheries Biologist, 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, for 
a field trip to Fox Creek (Fairwood Valley) . Investigate 
stream sampling using an electro-shocker and learn 
about trout stream habitat improvement utilizing man
made structures . 
8:30 A.M. Northern Flying Squirrels 

Join wildlife biologists Mike Fies and John Baker, 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, to 
learn about the habits of flying squirrels and check nest 
boxes for active nests . The trip to Whitetop will involve 
1-2 miles of easy hiking. 
8:15 A.M. Wildflowers 

A walk around the Elk Garden area to observe the 
conspicuous wildflowers, particularly the outstanding 
population of trout lilies, will be led by Dr. John Bond, 
Appalachian State University. Although it is early in the 
year for mushrooms, John is an expert on these as well. 
8:00 A.M. All day hike to the top of Mount Rogers 

Dr. Phil Shelton, Clinch Valley College, will include a 
detailed look at flora and fauna during this 8-mile hike 
to the highest peak in Virginia. Participants should carry 
food and drink. This trip is recommended for hardy 
hikers. 
8:00 A.M. Wildflower Walk 

The abundant and varied wildflowers of the lower 
elevations will be the focus of this trip . Charlie Owens, 
Virginia Highlands Community College, will lead the 
group to observe and identify wildflowers. 
7:30 A.M. Horseback Nature Trip 

A scenic morning horseback ride to observe the 
unique Mt. Rogers high country will be led by Cecil 
Thomas, U.S.F.S. This trip is limited to 12 participants 
who require horse rental. Other riders with personal 
horses are welcome. The horse rental is $30.00. Pre
registration of all participants is requested. Participants 
should meet at the Fairwood Livery (two miles west of 
Troutdale on Route 603) before 7:30 A.M. More details 
are elsewhere in brochure. 
8:15 Moss Walk 

A short introduction to mosses, liverworts , and 
lichens will be provided by leader Dr. David Brei! , 
Longwood College. A IOX hand lens will be useful for 
identification of these small plants while exploring trails 
on or near Mt. Rogers . 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON FIELD TRIPS 

1:00 P.M. Geology 
Take a walk into the ancient past with Dr. Kimbell· 

Knight, Radford University, as he explores the eruption 
of volcanoes, the march of glaciers, and the birth of a 
new ocean. 
1:00 P.M. Nature Walk for Young Peo.ple 

A chance for young people to learn first hand about 
plants and animals under the leadership of Virginia 
Small, Lee and Mary Alice Formo and Cindy Wineberg. 
Children should be accompanied by an adult and should 
be prepared for creek exploring. 
1:00 P.M. Salamander Hunt 

Locating salamanders is always fun! Abundant 
populations and species unique to Mt. Rogers make this 
field trip led by Dr. Gene Gourley, Radford University, 
particularly interesting. 
1:00 P .M. Wildflower and Fern Walk 

Dr. Marie Hicks , Appalachian State University, is 
leader on this trip . Join Marie for an introduction to 
early ferns and wildflowers of the upper elevations . 
1:15 P .M. Nature Photography 

Steve Croy, Blacksburg, will assist anyone interested 
in nature and wildflower photography. Plant 
identification is also included. Bring five of your 
favorite photos or slides if you would like "critical 
review" of your previous attempts at nature 
photography. 
1:15 P .M. Wildflower Identification 

Lower elevation wildflowers will be the focus of this 
trip led by Dr. Pat Mikesell , Radford UI)iversity. Using 
common field guides, the leader will instruct the group 
on the basics of identifying unknown flowering plants. 
1:15 P .M. Wildlife Populations and Habitats 

John Baker, District Wildlife Biologist, Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, will 
demonstrate how planning and implementation of forest 
management techniques affect wildlife populations and 
habitats. 
1:15 P.M. Geology 

Tony Scales, Geologist, Virginia Department of 
Mines, Minerals, and Energy, will examine outcrops 
showing the oldest known fossils in Virginia and Pre
cambrian glaciation and Cambrian elastic 
sedimentation. 
1:15 P .M. Virginia Creeper Trail Hike 

Ranger Larry Grimes, U.S.F.S., Mt. Rogers National 
Recreation Area, will conduct this six-mile round-trip 
hike. Larry will talk about the history of the railroad 
and forest service as well as identify plants. This trip is 
designed for easy hiking. 



THE NATURALIST RALLY 

This year's rally will be held at the Konnarock 
Community Center located at the intersection of 
Virgiqia Route 600 and. Route 603, northeast of 
Damascus in Washington County, Virginia. 

The fifteenth annual Mount Rogers Naturalist Rally is 
sponsored by the Mount Rogers Citizen Development 
Corporation and the Mount Rogers National Recreation 
Area, Jefferson National Forest of the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Regardless of your level or interest the rally has some
thing to offer everyone. 

Welcome to this exciting weekend. Mount Rogers, 
along with sister peaks of Pine Mountain and Whitetop 
Mountain, form Virginia's highest land masses. The 
intermingled woods and pastures have been extremely 
popular among naturalists for many years. 

We hope you will enjoy your visit and learn much 
about the natural history of this beautiful area. 

The 1990 Rally will be held May 11th and 12th. 

THE HORSEBACK TRIP 
Because of the unusual nature of a horseback nature 

field trip, additional detailed instructions will be 
helpful. 

A morning trip is planned. The maximum number of 
participants who require horse rental is 12 for the trip. 
Pre-registration and additional fees for horse rental are 
required. The horse rental is $30.00. 

The first 12 registration forms requesting morning trip 
wilt receive priority. Others who wish to ride personal 
horses are welcome. 

Anyone who desires this trip, should submit their 
registration form by April 28. 

FIELD TRIP INFORMATION 
All field trips leave from the Konnarock Community 

Center unless otherwise indicated. Please note departure 
times and allow yourself extra time to register (if you 
have not already done so) and to sign up with field trip 
leader. 

Times indicated are departure times. Trips will be 
conducted regardless of weather. Be prepared in case of 
rain. 

LODGING 
Two U.S. Forest Service campgrounds are available 

near the Rally site. You may contact the Forest Service 
at 703-783-5196 for more information. Motels are avail
able in Chilhowie and Marion. You may contact the 
Chamber of Commerce in Smyth County at 703-783-
3161 for details. 

DOUG OGLE 
Virginia Highlands Community College 

A native of Southwest Virginia, Doug is married 
(Kay) and has two children (Erich, Phillip). He received 
his A.A.S. from Wytheville Community College, 1966, 
his B.S. from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, 1968 (Biology). He then received his M.S. 
from Radford University, 1971 (Biology) and has done 
additional work at V.P.I. and S.U. 

He has been a teacher at Sylvatus School and was a 
teacher and Science Chair at Carroll County High 
School. Doug is currently Associate Professor at 
Virginia Highlands Community College. He has done 
field surveys for "The Nature Conservancy" and 
''Virginia Heritage Program''. 

Doug has been active in professional organizations 
and has served as Botany Section representative to 
council, Virginia Academy of Science, 1978, and Board 
of Directors Member, Virginia Herpetological Society, 
1979. He has been named for numerous awards and 
honors including the J. Shelton Horsley Research 
A ward for meritorious original research in Botany, 
1976, Virginia Academy of Science. He is a former 
member of the "Southern Appalachian Highlands 
Conserv~cy and is a current member of the Southern 
Appalachian Botanical Club, The Virginia 
Herpetological Society and several other professional 
societies. 

He has conducted workshops and made presentations 
at a long list of schools and colleges. Doug has had over 
two dozen papers and articles published on topics such 
as Virginia's rare plants, the Virginia Round-leaf Birch 
and rare vascular plants of the Clinch River Gorge. He is 
currently working on an article, "Distribution and 
Species Biology of Spirea Virginiana. '' 

Doug is highly respected for his work in the Mt. 
Rogers area, and .it is our pleasure to have him speak on 
the unique biology of the Mount Rogers Area. 
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FRIDAY, 5 MAY 1989 
S:OO P .M. Registration Begins Konnarock 
Community Center - Fee is $2.SO for all persons twelve 
years of age or older. Please register in advance using 
the attached form if at all possible. 
7:00 P.M: Dinner - Konnarock Community Center -
It is necessary to make dinner reservations. The cost is 
SS.SO per person and should be paid in advance. The 
Konnarock Community Association provides a home
cooked meal you will not want to miss! 
8:00 P .M. Featured Speaker - Konnarock Community 
Center - Doug Ogle will be speaking on the unique 
biology of the Mount Rogers Area. 

Immediately Following the Speaker - Stargazing -
Mike Chessman and several members of the Bays 
Mountain Astronomy Club will have telescopes set up in 
the field below the parking lot. Don't miss this 
opportunity to view faraway galaxies, nebula, planets 
and the stars. 

SATURDAY, 6 MAY 1989 
7:00 A.M. Continued Registration - Anyone who has 
not registered is encouraged to do so at the Konnarock 
Community Center. 
8:00 A.M. · 8:30 A.M. Morning Field Trips Depart 
from Konnarock Community Center - See listing for 
trips and time of departure information. 
11:30 A.M. -1:00 P.M. Lunch Break - Pack your own 
or purchase at one of the nearby stores. 
1:00 P.M. - 1:30 P.M. Afternoon Field Trips Depart 
from Konnarock Community Center - See listing for 
individual trips and departure times. Any afternoon 
participants who are not registered should do so. 
S:OO P .M. Conclusion of Field Trips 

PAST SPEAKERS 
1977 ............................ Dr. Fred Alsop, III 

East Tennessee State University 
1978 ............................ Dr. Douglas Boyce 

Emory and Henry College 
1979 ............................. Dr. Aaron Sharp 

University of Tennessee 
1980 .......................... Dr. Charles Handley 

Smithsonian Institute 
1981 .......................... .. Dr. James Huheey 

University of Maryland 
1982 ........................... Dr. Warren Wagner 

University of Michigan 
1983 ...................... . ........ Dr. Ritchie Bell 

University of North Carolina 
1984 .. ..... .... ........... .... ...... Dr. Tom Cade 

Cornell University 
1985 ........................... Dr. Carroll Perkins 

Mississippi State University 
1986 ........................... Dr. George Folkerts 

Auburn University 
1987 . . .......... ...... ............ Dr. Peter White 

University of North C~olina 
1988 ............. ..... .......... Michael R. Pelton 

University of Tennessee 


